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Perspective
 Spring 2004

A newsletter for friends of Coburn Place
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Mission Statement
Coburn Place provides safe, affordable housing and supportive services to women and children
who are homeless because of leaving abusive situations.

Lianne Somerville
Executive Director

Homeward Bound

The phrase “homeward bound”
often brings to mind the Simon
and Garfunkel song of the same

name.  For many, though, it represents a
dream that can seem far out of reach,
overcoming homelessness.  This April
18th, Coburn Place will be participating
in and benefiting from Homeward Bound,
Indiana’s 5k Walk to Fight Homelessness.

Last year’s inaugural event was graced
with sunny skies, above average
temperatures, and over 1,000 participants.
Indianapolis raised more than $87,000
in support of its homeless service
providers. And with your help, Coburn
Place raised over $11,000!   We were
thrilled with last year’s efforts, but we

know with YOU on our team we can
double our total!

This event comes with a very valuable
tool, the power of the Internet.  And we
will share with you a true story.  Our
board chairman, Phil Stoffregen,
registered online as a participant at
www.homelesswalks.org.  He formed his

own team of walkers.  In about 15
minutes, he had created his personal
website, uploaded his email address book,
and sent a customized email to 1,500
people asking for support .  Phil was  Phil was  Phil was  Phil was  Phil was
able to raise more than $5,000 forable to raise more than $5,000 forable to raise more than $5,000 forable to raise more than $5,000 forable to raise more than $5,000 for
the women and children of Coburnthe women and children of Coburnthe women and children of Coburnthe women and children of Coburnthe women and children of Coburn
Place with just 15 minutes of effort!Place with just 15 minutes of effort!Place with just 15 minutes of effort!Place with just 15 minutes of effort!Place with just 15 minutes of effort!
Thanks, Phil, for being a shining
example to all of us.

If you need more information please
contact Mary Glaspy at 923-5750 or
mary@coburnplace.org.  Whether you
prefer to walk in high heels, golf shoes,
flip-flops, or good old tennis shoes,
whatever shoes you’re in, you CAN help
Coburn Place fight homelessness!

THANK YOU!
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2003 Homeward Bound Walkers

Dear Friends,

When snow was on the ground and a chill
was in the air, we knew that Spring would
arrive and wipe those frigid memories away.
Our families were safe and warm at Coburn
Place during the winter months, but we are
glad to see the signs of Spring around us
now.

We hope that you will join us for a great
Spring activity, Homeward Bound:  5K Walk
to Fight Homelessness.  You may read more
about this fun day just to the right of this
column.  Coburn Place will join with our
partner agencies to create awareness about
domestic violence and homelessness.  Of
course, we also will raise much-needed funds
for our programs!  Please join our team or
form one of your own.  It’s easy, fun, and a
good thing to do.  Many of our neighbors in
the community will benefit!

And while you are “thinking Spring,” please
check out our new perennial flower venture!
We are selling beautiful perennials that will
make great additions to your garden.  Enjoy
colorful blooms in your yard, and support
our women and their children at the same
time.  Everybody wins!

I am glad to report that success stories abound
at Coburn Place!  The women and children
in our program, blossom and bloom with
the support that you and we provide.   Thank
you for your commitment to Coburn Place.
Again, we could not do it without you!

Peace,

There are many simple ways to get involved, and we invite you to be a part of our team!
Make a donation

Online with a credit card

   •Log on to www.coburnplace.org.  Click on the “Homeward Bound 5k Walk” link.  Read about the walk and
       click the link to get started.  Enter your secure donation and follow the instructions.
By mail with a check or credit card

   •Mail your gift to us in the enclosed envelope.  Please make checks payable to Homeward Bound.
Join our team as a walker, or start your own and collect pledges

Join our team

   •Follow the links for making an online credit card donation above.  Click “Join our team” at the top.  Follow the
         instructions to create your own personal website tool and begin collecting donations.
Start your own team

   •Log on to www.homelesswalks.org.  Click “Indianapolis”.  On the left, click “Participant Registration”.  Follow
                            the instructions to create your own personal website tool and begin collecting donations and teammates.
Volunteer the day of the walk

•Log on to www.homelesswalks.org.  Click “Indianapolis”.  On the left, click “Volunteer Registration”.
Spread the word

Log on to www.coburnplace.org.  Click on the “Homeward Bound 5k Walk”.  Click “Help us spread the word”.
Download and print a flyer in .pdf format.  Copy, post, email, and share the flyer freely!
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Special Events Calendar

YOU HELP US BLOOM!

Spring is right around the corner. Along with that comes Mother’s Day and the planting of flowers.  This year
Coburn Place will be selling perennials, and we have a beautiful assortment from which to choose. The plants are
packed in one-gallon containers and will be ready for pick-up at Coburn Place on Saturday, May 1st and Sunday,
May 2nd from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m..

An order form is enclosed for your convenience. Each plant costs $6.00, with $3.00 going directly to Coburn Place.
Payment must be made in advance, with checks made out to “Coburn Place.”

If you don’t have a need for flowers for your own yard, why not think about purchasing some for your mother, an
elderly neighbor, or even for our families to plant at Coburn Place!  This is a great way to beautify your garden
while supporting the program and services offered to the women and children who call Coburn Place home.

APRIL
✔✔✔✔✔ Now through 4/16/04

Perennial Flower Sale (Please see enclosed order form on page 6.)
Pick-up at Coburn Place on 5/1/04 & 5/2/04, 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

✔✔✔✔✔ 4/18/04
Homeward Bound Indiana’s 5k Walk to Fight Homelessness
University Park, downtown Indianapolis
Registration and entertainment begin at 12:30 p.m., Walk at 2:00 p.m.

MAY
✔✔✔✔✔ Coming soon... Details of a very special restaurant

grand opening celebration!

SEPTEMBER
✔✔✔✔✔ Spotlight on 49th Street

Date to be announced.  Check next newsletter for details.

OCTOBER
✔✔✔✔✔ 10/7, 10/8, 10/9/04

Designers’ Closet

North United Methodist Church, 38th and Meridian Streets

If you’ve had a cell phone account for more than a year, chances are you probably have an old phone or two taking up space in a drawer.  Now, you can
reclaim that drawer space and help Coburn Place in the process!  We are currently accepting unused cell phones.  We turn the phones into THE DONATE
A PHONE® CALL TO PROTECT® campaign.  Proceeds from the sales of some of the phones benefit Coburn Place and other agencies working to end
domestic abuse.  Other phones are reprogrammed for emergency 911 calls and distributed to victims of domestic violence.  This program benefits everyone.
So, tell your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers.  Start collecting those old phones and drop them off at Coburn Place!  For more information,
contact Mary Jane Sorbera at 923-5750 or maryjane@coburnplace.org.

Bring Us Your Tired, Your Unwanted and Your No Longer Used Cell Phones!

Perennial Sale
Going on Now
Through April

16th!
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With a Little Help from Our Friends...

Decorators’ Showcase

Members from Immaculate Heart of Mary’s Christ Renews His Parish Group #10 volunteered
their time and their resources to decorate and furnish one of our two-bedroom apartments in
November.  They collected everything necessary to outfit the apartment, from washcloths and
towels to a vacuum cleaner and microwave.  They even added special touches like magazines,
flower arrangements, and toys to make the apartment feel like home.   Great job, ladies!  If your
group would be interested in a similar project, please contact Mary Glaspy at 923-5750 or
mary@coburnplace.org.

Feasts Fit For Kings and Queens

It’s not uncommon for Americans to pack on an extra five pounds during the holiday season.  And
Coburn Place families and staff were no exception this past year!  We were treated to three wonderful
meals and warm fellowship by special friends.  Fairview Presbyterian Church opened their church and
their hearts to share a homemade Thanksgiving dinner that would rival Grandma’s.  Boy Scout Troop
#615 and Girl Scout Troop #257 filled our building with the smells of a turkey dinner they prepared
in our kitchen.  After dinner they performed for us, and everyone shared reasons they were grateful.
KPMG hosted our Christmas party providing a yummy kid-friendly dinner.  They were even able to coax
Santa into paying us a visit!  Many thanks to all who filled us with food and friendship during the
holidays!

Tapping Resources for Coburn Place Children

Coburn Place, the Indianapolis Civic Theater, and Mark Szobody from the Indiana Historical Society have joined together on a project to offer Coburn
Place children tap dance lessons. The lessons began this month and run through May.

“The idea came to me as I was deciding on how I wanted to volunteer my time at Coburn Place, “ said Szobody, Director of Special Events
with the Indiana Historical Society. “I love to dance, and was a 12- year faculty member of the Jordan Academy of Dance at Butler
University.  Also, Brent Marty, Director of Education for Civic Theatre, and I had worked on projects together before. With Civic providing
the space, it just seemed like a great opportunity for the children. I also knew it was likely they would not have this opportunity if we
didn’t take it on.”

Coburn Place children, ages 6 to 17, are learning to tap. Marty will also teach theater techniques. A recital for the mothers is planned at the end of the
classes.

No Winter Blues

The families of Coburn Place were treated to a wonderful holiday season, which included Winter Break
Camp for the children.  Two of the complimentary holiday treats from local arts organizations were tickets
to “The Wizard of Oz” at Indianapolis Civic Theater and “The Nutcracker?” ballet by the Gregory
Hancock Dance Theater.  The Red Brick Dance Studio donated dance sessions for a day.  Cookie the
Clown paid the children a visit, eliciting lots of smiles and giggles from the crowd.  The National Coalition
of 100 Black Women’s Indianapolis Chapter hosted a holiday party and also made a presentation on the
dangers of smoking.  Kappa Kappa Gamma of Butler University took the children to “Christmas at the
Zoo”.  Artificial Christmas trees were donated by Wal-Mart for each family. They also donated a tree for the
community room that lit up our meetings and our spirits.  And these were just some of the events of the
season.  With so many holiday celebrations and fun things to do, no one at Coburn Place had time for the
winter blues!

Ladies from Immaculate Heart of Mary’s
CHRP #10 igroup nside the apartment they
decorated.

A volunteer from the National Coalition of

100 Black Women’s Indianapolis Chap-

ter working on a craft project with Coburn

Place children.

Volunteers with Santa at KPMG’s holi-
day party.
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The following individuals and groups contributed money, time, goods or services to
Coburn Place Safe Haven during the months of November through February.

Thank you for all you do!
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continued on page 5

J. J. Abrams
ADT Security Services

E. Duane Aelick
Kelley Akard
Betty Alberty

Jennifer Albright
Susan Alexander
Elaine Alhand
Jessica Allen

Alpha Counseling Services, Inc.
Bob Altice

Ambassadors for Children
Wilma Amos

Christi and Mike Anderson
David Anderson
Hugo Anderson

Marilyn Anderson
Annette Holdings, Inc.

Anonymous (2)
Shehzadi Ansari and

Faraz Abbasi
Marceille Applegeet

Arbutus Garden Club
Jeff Armstrong

Assistance League of Indianapolis
Mary Atleberry

Leah and Sam Austin
Ida Avery

Ayres Foundation, Inc.
Cheryl Baker
Baker Hill

Balance Pilates Studio
Ruby Ballard Harris

David B. Bartley
Chris Bassler

Beazer Mortgage
Courtney Behringer

Melissa and Tim Bender
Jan and Tim Bennett

Kristi Bennett
Pamela Bennett
Jennifer Benson
Rosa Bernard
Beverly Berner
Kathryn Bihrle

Polly and Scott Bindley
June and Fred Blaydes
Jane Boatman Geller

Elizabeth Boester
Dr. Mark Bohnert

Eydie Boling
Emily Booth

Boy Scout Troop #615
Judy Bradburn
Sherri Bradley

Kathy and Wally Brant

Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatrory School
Gina and James Bremner

Johna Brewer
Brian Freeman Memorial

Foundation
Broad Ripple Self Storage
Nancy and Zane Brown

Dana Brunette
Nancy Bugher
Stacey Bunes

Wendy Burbank
Yolanda Burnett

Dena Burns
Jane Burns

Tonya and Andrew Burroughs
Butler Athletics
CCI food drive
Jane Callahan

Tashina Camacho
Cathedral High School

Henry, Christine,
Harry and Emmett Camferdams

Elois Campbell
Tory Campbell
Debby Camper
Abby Cantor

Marilyn Carter
Vicki Carter
Allie Casale
Angie Cash

Paula Chadwick
Byran Chapman

Debbie, Terry and Tyler Cheatham
Children’s Museum

Children’s Theatre Institute
Christ Renews His Parish Group #10
Christel DeHaan Family Foundation

Christian Science Church
Alice Christopher

Church of the Good Shepherd-
The St. Mary’s Guild

Citizens Gas & Coke Utility and
Bill Tracy

City of Indianapolis
City Securities Corporation

Cynthia Clark
ClearChannel Outdoor

Dawn Clements
Mary Cobb Randall

Carole Cole
Cold Springs Girl Scout Troop

Jenette Collins
Common Ground Church

Community Medical Pavilion
Congregation Beth-El  Zedeck

Cookie the Clown

Susan and Kyle Cordes
Janet Corson

Nelda and Clare Coxey
Dee Craft

Louise Crandall
Dana and Jeff Cristee

Jesse Cross
CSO Architects
Cheryl Dailey
Betsy Dalton

Annette Danielson
Janet Dankert
Clara Dansby
Wendy Davey

Jennifer Davin
Jessica Davis
Sally Debono

Carol DeCoursey
Kendal Dedinsky

Delta Sigma Theta
Robert Denman and Family

Chanda Deprez
Jennifer Devin

Mary Dieho
Chelsea Dinner

Nancy and Thomas Dinwiddie
Judy Dolan
Lee Dorman

Marsha Dorsey
Kyle Dowd

Nancy Dunn
Ebony Easley

Katina Eastwood
Yolanda Eaton
Margot Eccles

Barbara Edmond
Jane and Dennis Edwards

Jenni Egger
Terry Elliott
Ann Engel

Epsilon Beta of Alpha Phi
Nicole Ericksen
Judith Erickson

Margaret Anne Ervin
Lois Eskenazi

Ray Evangelista
David Evans

Barb and Dave Fagin
Fairview Presbyterian Church

Faith Expressions
Lynn Falkner

Sally Fear
Rosemary Featherstone Turentine

Thomas Ferrara
Mary Kay Ferrell
Susan Feuerstone

First Church of the Nazarene
First Samuel M.B.C.

Myra and Donald Fisher
Wendy Fortune

Fortune Interiors
Monica Foster and Robert Hammerle

Jessica Franklin and
Douglas Thompkins

Brittany Frazier
Friends Development Concept, Inc.

Marianne Froderman
Becky Fromm

Future Electronics
Phyllis and Ed Gabovitch

Evey Gaither
John C. Galloway
Annette Gambill
Tabitha Garreffa

Mary Garrett
Jennifer Gause
Laura George
Paul George

Ellis and Lee Gery
Liz Gibson

Deidra Gilbert
Carole Gilbride
Mrs. Gilliland

Girl Scout Troop #257
Tiffany Glaspy
Brittany Glover

Jo Goodman
Angie Gordon

Jan Gould
Susan Graham

Jennifer Grantkowski
Gloria Graves

Greater Gethsemane Baptist Church
Jeanne Green
Matt Greene

Juanita Greenlee
Gregory Hancock Dance Theater

Mary and Thomas Grein
Debbie and John Grew

C. Perry Griffith, Jr.
Meyette Griffith

Sha Griffith
Ieva Grundy

Maureen and Brad Gumbert
Barbara Gunwitz

Gayla Haag
Susan Hallam

Mary Halter
Arnena and Monty Hamiton

Meg Hammond
Betty Hampton

Hampton Bible Study Group
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continued from page 4

continued on page 6

Bob Harbin
Jennifer and Jerry Harbin

Chris Hardman
Angela Harvey
Angie Harrison

Cicely Hart
Amy Hartman
Amy Hartsock
Andy Hartsock

Barb and Dan Hatfield
Johanna Havlik

Ann Haw
Nancy Hawkins

Margaret and Samuel Hazlett
Jill Heath

Becky Heeter
Judith Heise

Kathy, Brent and Kurt Henderson
Henderson Foundation

Michelle Hendren
Artis Hendricks

Sandy Hendrickson
Cecilie and Brent Hendrix

Ardis and Thomas Hendrix
Janet Herke

Janie and Tom Herman
Highland 9 and 18 Hole Ladies

Group
Lori Hill

Sandra Hill
Alice and Stan Hillis

Leisa Hills
Elaine Hiner

Kaye Hirt Eggleston
Windie Hobbs

Diane Hofmeister
Betty Hogsett

Alex-Ann Holland
Cheryl and Trey Holland

Kimberly Holmes
Debbie Holtschlau

Home Craftsmen Forum
Carolyn Hood

Marica and Don Hopkins
Peggy Horstmann
Emily Houghland

Belen Howard
Kathy and Al Hubbard

Valerie and Donald Hubbard
HUD Supportive Housing Program

Anita Hudson
Stephanie Hulett

Madeline Hunsicker
Ashley Hurley

Linda Hutchens
Illinois Street Food Emporium

Immaculate Heart of Mary Church
Indiana Department of Correction

Indianapolis Civic Theater
Indianapolis Colts

Indianapolis Medical Management
Terry Ingram

Integrity Pharmaceuticals
Interior Treasures

Kalen Irsay
Meg and Jim Irsay and family

Pamela and Robert Irvin
Irwin Mortgage

J Jill
JB Life Mortgage Company

Brenda Jackson
Lynn Jackson

Barbara James
Elaine James
Molly Jarchow
Alex Jennings

Angela Jennings
Crystal Jennings
Christi Johnson
Valerie Johnson
Margaret Jones
Kaylee Joseph
Abby Julius

Kappa Kappa Gamma of
Butler University

Anita and Herb Kasle
Abby Katz

Bessie Kaufman
Katie Kelly

Nancy and Bruce Kempton
Kenra

Key Bank
Key Foundation
Janie Kirkpatrick

Mary Klein
Mary Ann Klein
Marc Kleinman

Susan and William Kleinman
Leslie Knox
Karl Koch

Sara Kochell
Jacob Kosior

Elizabeth Kovec
KPMG

Krieg DeVault LLP
Katie Kruse

Donna and Douglas Kuhn
Heather Kulwin

Patty Kuntz
Kate Lakowski
Ruth Lambert
Audrey Land

Marie Anne Larsen
Robin, Bob, and Laura Lauth

Lauren Lawler
Lazarus Castleton Store

and Martha Meith
Mary Ann Lee
Lana Lehman

Judi Leland

PERENNIAL SALE
FLOWER DESCRIPTIONS

Bee Balm- sunloving, wine-red blooms, long
bloom time, hummingbirds love them, easy, up to 20”.
Raspberry Wine

Yellow Daisy- full sun, lovely yellow daisy
flowers, hardy and maintenance free, up to 14”.
Coreopsis

Salvia- Blue & Rose- full sun, clump form,
blooms fairly cut back, reblooms, fragrant, up to 12”.
Rose Queen & May Night Ornamental Salvia

Daylily- canary yellow blooms and orange throat,
popular plant, easy, clump form, repeat bloomer, up to
18”.  Stella D’Oro

White Daisy- full sun, lovely big white daisy
flowers, easy, shiny green foliage, cut flower, up to
20”.  Shasta ‘Becky’

Hosta- shade loving green with creamy-yellow
margins, purple striped flowers, clump form, easy,
fast growing, up to 18”.  Golden Tiara

Butterfly Bush- full sun, fast growing, flowers
all summer, hummingbirds and butterflies love them,
great show plant, mix colors, easy, up to 5’.  Butterfly
Bush

For order form, please see next page!
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Rebecca Leonard
Barbara Leventhal
Elaine Levinson
Charlise Lewis
Brittany Lies

Marilyn Lindstaedt
Betty Lingeman
Cynthia Locke

Lisa Locke
Lois and Jeff Lohse

Susan Long
Marie and Scott Lowe

Senator Teresa Lubbers
Lumina Foundation for Education

Dorothy Lyman Resneck
Nancy Lyons
Chris Lytle
Alex Maasa

Joan Macijunas
Mary Maddox
Joanne Mages

Marilyn Mahoney
B.J. and George Maley

Roxanne Marion
Sandy Marshall

Kathy Martin O’Neil
Maureen Martin

Kate Marvel
Judy Mathis

Dustin Maxwell
Alta McAdams
Erin McAloon

Cathy McCallum
Chelsea McCollum
Heather McDermid

Nancy McGuire
Adam McHenry
Judy McMullen
Ann McMurtrie

Judy McNeal
Vicki Mech Hester

Nancy Meek Iverson
Marianne Mercer
Christy Merriman

Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church
Judith Mickle

Cathy and Steve Miller
Josh Miller

Dr. Lee Mitchell
Aaron Mitchell-Dick

Mo Bev’s Deli
David Mock Family

Jackie Mock
Richard Moffatt

Cindy Mohid
Momentive

Holly Monesmith
Ginny Monroe

Helen Montgomery

Gretchen Moore
Laura Moriarity

Cheri Morris
Heather Moss

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Mt. Zion Apostolic Single’s Ministry

Mt. Zion Baptist Church and
Shelley Shobe
Gaye Mueller
Bruce Muller

Marianne Munson
Mary Munz

Marie and Charles Murphy
Madame C.J. Walker
Urban Life Center

Matt Naikelis
Nana’s

Nancy’s Bridal Boutique
National Coalition of 100 Black
Women- Indianapolis Chapter

William Neale
Laurie Neff

Kaarta Nemeth
Charla Newman

Nicholas H. Noyes, Jr.
Memorial Foundation

Margaret Normann
Glenda Norris

North Central High School-
Dolls Group

North United Methodist Church
Emily Norton

Judy O’Bannon
Kathie O’Rourke

Sharry and Alex Oak
Vicki and David Oedy

Office of Mayor Bart Peterson and
Jane Henegar

Madeline Oguss
Dorothy Oldham

Ruth and Joe Olofson
Omega Phi Tau
Outreach Inc.
Bobbie Packard

PACU FUN FUND
Shawn Paicely
Molly Pallman

Joe Panyard
Park Tudor School

Park Tudor Middle School -
Girls Interest Group

Nancy Parker
Robert Passander

Betty Patterson
Joan Paulin

Kathy and Jim Pease
Kathy Pegram
Mary Pelton

Perfect Touch Cleaners
Yvonne Perkins
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FLOWER ORDER FORM
Item Qty.

Bee Balm

Yellow Daisy

Salvia
Blue

Rose

Daylily

White Daisy

Hosta

Butterfly Bush

Total Plants

x $6    =   $             Total Due

I don’t have a need for plants, but please
accept my donation of    $________.

Name

Address

City, Zip

Phone

Email

*Please make checks payable to
Coburn Place Safe Haven

and send along with your order form
in the enclosed envelope.

Thank you!

continued from page 5

continued on page 7
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Mica Perry
Midge Peschau
Anne Petersen

Linda Peterson-Roe
Caroline and Chris Petty

Katie Pheffer
Frieda Phelps

Carrie M. Phillips
Pi Beta Phi Indiana Gamma

Pike High School
Pilgrim Lutheran Church

Luz Poore
Katharine Presson

Stephen Priddy
Project Linus
Joyce Pruitt

Matthew Pryor
Laurie Pylitt

Mary Helen Quinn
Kelly Queisser

Mary Helen and John Quinn
Monica Quintana
Mariam Rahmani

Tim Rankin
Marcia and John Reed

Zennester Reed
Brenda Rehme

Religious Science Church
Bonnie Rettig

Suzanne and Rollin Rhea
Tom Richards
Fannie Ricketts

Mary Ridley
Megan Ridley
Dynesha Riley
Kaitlin Riley
Kristina Riley

Lisa Rising-Moore
Becky and Mark Ristow

Randall Ritter
Robert L. Lauth, Jr. Foundation Inc.

Jan Roberts
Robert’s Distributors

Jasmine Rollins
Pat Rooney

Gayle and John Rozmaryn
Deborah Rubush

Myra Ruby
Robert and Patricia Rydell

Michael Sander
Penny Savory
Fay Schleutker

Nancy Schneider
Laurie Schultz

Judy Schulz
Katie Schuster

Scopelitis, Garvin, Light, & Hanson
Kathy and Steve Sears
Beth and Randy Seger

Connie B. and Anthony M. Seiffert
Lisa and Curt Selke
Josh Seltenwright

Ward Sexson
Shear Experience

Betsy Sheldon
Joy Sherrill

Joey Shikany
Aimee Shirley

Cynthia Shirwood
Shirley Shively

Alice Shoemaker
Kathryn and Fred Shorter

Cindy Simon Skjodt
Kristin Sims

Deanna and David Sipe
Samantha Skjodt

Paula and Michael Slinger
Greg Small

Carolyn Smith
Erik Smith

Janyce and Daniel Smith
Nate Smith
Star Smith

Janine Smulyan and Jim Budden
Norma Snapp

Lianne Somerville
Mary Jane and Robert Sorbera
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Joan and Ed Staubach
Samantha Steen

Lorene and Ed Steinmetz
Linda Stitzer

Phil Stoffregen
Barb Strack

Alicia Strong
Verena Strong
Fedrica Stroud

Donna and Dan Stutler
Subway Supremes

Lynn Sygiel
Andrew Symons

Mark Szbody
Target Stores
Mechille Tate

Stephanie Tate
Madlyn Taylor
Debbie Tehrani
Beth Tellman

The Employment Connection
The Julian Center
The Penrod Society

Vanetta Thomas
Gail Thomas Strong

Angelia Thorpe
Donna Threkheld
Bobbie Jo Tidwell

Kim and George Tikijian
Nicole Timmons

Tipton Middle Schools
TMC Transportation

Pauline Tobias
Monica Townsend

Emily Treece
Sheila Triplett

Angel Trobridge
Joyce Tucker

Angie Tuckerman
Christina Turner
Corinne Ulbright

Union Federal Bank
United States Postal Service-

Quality of Work Midnight Workers
University of Indianapolis-

Institutional Advancement Dept.
USAFunds

Carol Van Deman
Sandy Van Velzer

Rita Venable
Veronica Chapman Foundation

Ruth and Skip Vignati
Vineyard Community Church

continued from page 6
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Becky Volk
Volunteers of America

Nonie and David Vonnegut-Gabovitch
Zach Vonnegut

W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Kathy Waddell
Jo Anne Waeltz
Kristin Wafford

Wal-Mart Foundation
Kelli Walker
Chris Walrod
Andy Walters

Alycia Washington
Cynthia Watkins

Cynthia Weatherly
Jason Webb

Amanda Webster
West 25th St. Baptist Church-

 Women’s Missionary
Kelly Wheat
Jeff Whiting

Sue and Dion Wickliff
Jane and Bob Wildman

Catrease Williams
Denise Williams
Phil Williams

Rhonda Williams
Teresa and Michael Williams

Ann Wilmore
Jan Wilson

Polly Wilson
Pattie and Bob Wollenburg

Women of the
University of Indianapolis

Women’s Health Partnership
Andrea Woo

LaTonya Woodford
Monica Woods

Joan and Jerry Wright
Joanne Wright

Stephen Yarbrough
Mary Ann Yates

Jodi Yoder
Blaire Young
Emily Young

Mary Ann and Gene Zink
Catherine and Stephen Zinkan

Matching Gifts- A Simple Way to Increase Your Generosity

When you open your checkbook to make a donation, please consider any matching gifts for
which your contribution may be eligible.  Many companies offer matching gift programs to their employees and board
members.  A matching gift is a contribution made by an employer when one of its employees makes a donation to a

501(c)(3) organization.  There is usually a short form for the employee to complete and include with the donation.  The
benefiting organization completes the form and returns it to the company.  The company then mails a check to the organization
in the amount of 50%, 100% or even 200% of its employee’s donation.  For example, one friend sent a gift of $200 along with
two matching gift forms.  Her former and current employers matched her gift by 200%, each making a donation in the amount
of $400.  So, her donation of $200.00 quickly became a donation of $1,000!  This is a simple, effective way to increase your
giving power.  Please check with your employer to see if they offer a similar program.  Thank you!
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In February, Women’s Services Coordinator/ Lead Case Manager, Deb James celebrated her 6th anniversary at Coburn Place.  In light of this
milestone, we asked her to reflect on her position and our program.

Q:  What are the responsibilities and challenges of being a case manager?
Coburn Place is a program specifically designed for women and their children that have left abusive homes who want to become self-sufficient.  As a case
manager, one of my responsibilities is to interview and determine who would be a good match for our program.  It’s during the interview process that I
find this out.  Sometimes women cannot pass a drug test or do not have an income.  This is a challenge, because often times I may have someone that I
know in my heart would be perfect for the program, but she can’t pass a drug test or hasn’t had a job for whatever reason, so therefore she is not a
match for our program.

Another aspect of my job is to be a resource and provide support for the families.  Although the mother may face challenges, a lot of times I don’t think
she realizes that leaving home is harder on the children than it is for her.  Children will act out or start failing in school, and the mothers don’t seem to
realize that it is part of the changes they are going through.

Q:  What are the rewards?
The rewards of the job are seeing the difference in the women after they have been here for awhile.  Sometimes I am able to see the changes that they
usually aren’t aware of.  Some lack the self-confidence they need to be productive.  With the support groups and counseling we provide, we hope all that
has changed by the time they leave.

Another reward is when a woman calls to inform us of her accomplishments after she has moved out.  A couple of weeks ago, a resident who left last
June called with the news that she is building a home this spring!

Q:  What makes this the most gratifying job you’ve had?
I love being a resource for the women and letting them know that they do have choices.  Seeing the expression on their faces when they see the
apartments.  I can identify with the issues that a lot of them have to face, and it’s important to me to give back.  Knowing that we are here, because there
were no places like Coburn Place when I needed one.

Q:  Do you feel that the Coburn Place program is suited to everyone leaving an abusive situation?
Coburn Place is for women who are serious about wanting to change their lives and to hopefully work on some of the issues they may have as a result
of the abuse they have suffered.  Our program is designed specifically for these women.  Women are required to participate in different groups to work
on those issues.  Everyone is not ready to make that commitment.  Sometimes they just want a place to stay and not the program we have to offer.
This is sad but true, especially when there are children involved.

I think Coburn Place has a beautiful facility and a wonderful program for women who are serious about wanting to become self-sufficient.

It’s hard to believe 10 months ago
I came to Coburn a broken,
shattered wreck.  I had accepted

things were bad, were going to get
worse and that’s how it was meant
to be.  Now I’m more optimistic and
try to face each day with a smile or
at least a grimace, the tears I was
drowning in don’t flow so freely and
I’m not as easily upset.

Ten months seems like a lifetime
and indeed it is; Coburn is helping
me find a new life and now I know
I don’t have to go back to what was,
nor can anyone force me to.

It’s not been easy to be here.  I fought
it tooth and nail at first.  There wasn’t

anything wrong with me and WHY
did I have to go to (support) group?!
I was at fault, not the abusers – boy
do I see how wrong I was!

I’ve always had a strong faith in God
and if I hadn’t I seriously doubt I’d
be here today.  God got me through
pretty tough odds and with Coburn
to help it’s made my faith in God
even stronger.  Coburn doesn’t
espouse religion, but neither do they
deny it.  Here, I can be me, am
encouraged to try new avenues and
knowing God and Coburn have my
back makes a world of difference.

I was raised in a home where denial
was a way of life; where I never felt

accepted by Mom and where her
flying into rages over Dad giving her
roadside roses (NOT from a florist)
were common events.
I remember how I felt as a child and
vowed my kids would never, ever feel
that way – and they never have.

I broke the cycle.

Dad was my best buddy and ally and
his death in June hit me hard.  I still
can’t look at pictures of him without
dissolving into tears.  Nothing will
bring Dad back, but I’m not alone
in my grief, either.

Friends and staff are quick to give
me a hug, to tease me or give me a

push if I want to sit and pout.  Plus,
Deb James set me up with a fantastic
counselor who’s helping me take
down the wall I’ve built around
myself.  We do it together, one brick
at a time.  It’s painful and not always
pleasant to face facts, but if the kids
and I are to have quality lives, it has
to be done.  There will always be
challenges and troubles, but I’m
better prepared to deal with them.

Since I’ve been here my son has
graduated from I.T.T. with honors
and an engineering degree.  My
daughter, who’s in the 7th grade, is
making honor roll.  And life is good.
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This article was written by Coburn Place
resident D.B.  She also contributed a
piece to the Summer 2003 newsletter.
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Our Perspective: From Ten Months to Six Years
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... Volunteer, Jessica Franklin

KPMG  volunteers, including  Jessica
Franklin (middle), serving dinner at our
holiday party.

Steps to Success
(December 1 - February 29)

√ 23 women and 14 children participated in  support
                groups.
√ Two women who had jobs found better paying jobs with

benefits.
√ One woman finished C.N.A. training and found a job.
√ One woman began studies at Martin University and is

being nominated for a financial aid scholarship.
√ Four women purchased cars.
√ One long-time resident finally received a divorce.
√ One woman put together her first resume.
√ One former resident is building a house.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Each year, volunteers from
KPMG, a local accounting
firm, come to Coburn Place

for a unique event, Family Portrait
Day.  They spend time getting to
know our families, take their
photographs, and give each family
their own album.  Three years ago,
one of those volunteers developed a
special fondness for our program.
That volunteer was Jessica Franklin.
Since then, Jessica became the
driving force behind KPMG’s
involvement with Coburn Place.
Each year they donate goods and
services to our women and children.
They bring wonderful toys at
Christmas.  They help stock

Designers’ Closet with their clothing
donations.  They sent our summer
campers to the Indianapolis Zoo.
And this year they hosted our
annual staff and resident holiday
party, providing a delicious feast,
warm hospitality, and a visit from
Santa.

Jessica, in addition to being a full-
time KPMG employee, is also a full-
time student at Indiana Wesleyan.
And if that is not enough to keep her
busy, she and her fiancé,   Douglas
Thompkins, own the Red Brick
Dance studio.  They generously
donated dance lessons followed by a
pizza party to our children during
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Winter Break Camp. Jessica and
Douglas will be moving to either
New York City or Boston at the end
of June.  As her last gift to Coburn
Place, she will be heading the
Perennial Flower Sale to benefit our
program.  (See page 2 for details
and page 6 for the order form!)

Shawnta Beverly, our Children’s
Program Coordinator, has worked
closely with Jessica over the years
and considers her a personal friend.
“Jessica is compassionate and
caring and always trying to do
more,” she said.  “And I have a lot
of respect for KPMG as a company.
Each year they increase their

involvement.  Jessica gets the ideas,
and they follow along.   I’m really
going to miss her.”

When asked what compels her to get
involved with organizations like
ours, Jessica says she feels she has
been “truly blessed in life with
wonderful parents, friends, family,
skills, etc. and it’s important to share
our blessings”.  And we have been
blessed by your friendship, Jessica.
Everyone at Coburn Place wishes
Jessica and Douglas all the best!
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Wish List

Audio/Visual
Equipment

35 mm Camera and Film
Televisions

VCRs

New Linens
Full & Twin Blankets

Bath Towels
Washcloths

Pillows
Full & Twin Sheets

Kitchen Towels
Bedspreads

Volunteers
Children’s Activities

(Tuesday through Thursday)
Mentors and Tutors

Special Events Volunteers

Kitchen
Pots and Pans Sets

Silverware
Baking Pans

Sets of Dishes
Bowls

Small Appliances
Vacuum Cleaners

Irons
Coffee Makers

Toasters
Microwaves

Miscellaneous
Crafts (All Ages)

Personal Care Items
(toothpaste etc.)
Gift Certificates

(Target, Wal-Mart, or Grocery)
Cleaning Supplies
Laundry Detergent

Paper Products
Over the counter cold remedies

Aspirin, adult and children
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Coburn Place Staff
Lianne Somerville ........................................................ Executive Director
Lisa Benjamin .............................. Information & Technology Manager
Darlene Berry .................................................................. House Manager
Shawnta Beverly .................................. Children’s Program Coordinator
Hogan Black ................................................................... House Manager
Dave Bostic ...................................................................... House Manager
Mary Glaspy ..................................... Community Relations Coordinator

Rochelle Heidelberg ....................................................... House Manager
Debra James ................... Women’s Services Coordinator/Case Manager
Kim Morris .................................................. Children’s Program Assistant
Rosie Morris .................................................................... House Manager
Arlene Sanders ................................................................ House Manager
Mary Jane Sorbera ............................................ Director of Development
Elvis Turner .......................................................................... Maintenance

About Coburn Place Safe Haven
Coburn Place Safe Haven provides women and their children a
chance to start anew, to finally accomplish a dream that an abusive
partner and circumstances prevented. Coburn Place provides fur-
nished apartments, complete with dishes, linens and toys for chil-
dren. Women may live at Coburn Place for up to two years.

In exchange for affordable housing and utilities, a woman must be
employed, enrolled in school or in job training. These efforts will
help develop a better future for women and their children. Resi-
dents sign a six-month lease, pay a percentage of their income for
rent and utilities and create budgets that enable them to save
money for permanent housing after two years.

Coburn Place is a member of the Domestic Violence Network of
Greater Indianapolis and the Indiana Coalition Against Domestic
Violence.

Coburn Place Safe Haven offers:
• Case managers who provide support and assistance to the

women to accomplish achievement plans.
• Organized activities for children planned by the Children’s

Program Coordinator and her staff.

• Activities that help women achieve emotional stability and
promote better independent living skills.

• Educational assessment and development of an academic
plan.

• Legal advocacy and legal council.
• Job interest surveys and career counseling.

• Credit counseling to move toward improved credit.

• A building that has 24-hour security.

• Time to come to believe that life can be peaceful and everyone
deserves to be safe.

604 E. 38th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46205

coburn@coburnplace.org
www.coburnplace.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Board of Directors
Susan Alexander

Bob Altice
Dave Berry
Liz Gibson

Cathy McCallum
Heather Moss
Nancy Parker

Yvonne Perkins
Phil Stoffregen
Ralph Taylor

Sheila Triplett, PhD.
Rita Venable
Jeff Whiting


